68                                  LIFE IN THE GrtJPTA AGE
contemporary of both of these, the evidence of Baija need not
be discounted. Consequently, as neither the inscriptions nor the
chroniclers refer to any of the exploits of Avantivarman over the
Guptas, much need not be made of the allusions of the powers of
patronage of the Maukharis in the Deo-Baraijark Inscription of Jlvita
Gupta II, which only states that Sarvavarraan and Avantivarman,
who adopted the title of Pamm&svara, confirmed the grants in the
villages of Varunika (Deo-Baraijark) and KisSravfvfcaka which were
once made by one "Baladitya"1 (viz,, Bhanu Gupta?). We may therefore
now understand why Mahasena Gupta could not find it difficult to
display the strength of his arms with the Kalaccuriyas on the one
hand in the west at Vidisa3 and with Susthitavarman on the other
in the east on the banks of the Lauhitya
This triumph of Mahasena Gupta can therefore explain why
Deva Gupta, his son, could move from eastern Malwa eastwards,
ally himself with the Gauda king Sasarika capture Kanyakubja, and
destroy the Maukhari emperor Grahavarman. If, as Bana states,
Deva Gupta was only a "Malava king"8 and if, we are with some
writers to presume that "a considerable part of Magadha was in
Maukhari hands,"4 how then could Mahasena Gupta have moved to
the Lauhitya and his son from Malwa swept on Kanyakubja in the
east or allied himself with the Gauda king SaSanka without
marching through some portions of Magadha? These considerations
would therefore imply first, that the claims of Maukhari possessions
made in the Deo-Baranark inscription of Jlvita Gupta II, could not
have been considerable; secondly, Bana's claim that Deva Gupta
or his father Mahasena Gupta were only Lords of Malwa also
cannot be given much credence. Of course, Deva Gupta must have
been entrusted with the administration of eastern Malwa but it
cannot be reasonably denied that the Later Guptas, Damddara Gupta,
Mahasena Gupta and his son Deva Gupta, too, must have exercised
some power over some portions of Magadha as well.
On events following this attack of Deva Gupta on Kanyakubja Bana
throws much light. He relates how, on hearing about this attack " of the
1 Bana, Harsacarita, p. 122,; Fleet, op. tit, (46), p. 218.
^ 2Note. Kalaccuriya contacts with the Guptas may be traced to the days of
Sankaragana's father Krsnaraja (ascribed to circa A. D. 550-75) for his coins, found
sometime ago at Besnagar, resemble some of the western issues of Skanda Gupta I,
which are described by Allan, Catalogue, pi. XX nos. 9-12. In thi$ connection see
A S. /. R., 1913-14, P. 214; /. N. & L, III, pt I, p. 23.
8 Sana, op. cit.f p. 175.
4 Raychaudhuri, op. at., p. 512, (4th ed.).